
 

Year 4 Spring 1 project  

Our REAL project  

What does it mean to belong to a community? 

Essential Questions 

· What is a community?   

· Why do people move to a new place? 

· Why do people invade and settle?  

· What happens when you start a new community? 

· What would we do if we were invaded? 

Rigorous 

English – Recount- Te Lost Thing, Formal letter 

writing, Narrative writing - Windrush Child 

Maths- Fractions and Measurement 

History- Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons 

and Scots and the Viking and Anglo-Saxon 

struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time 

of Edward the Confessor 

Art/DT  - Community Art Project - school mural  

Music- Listen to Me (Violin) 

French- Transport  

PSHE – Living in the Wider World 

RE – Rites of Passage 

ICT- Scratch Slug Trail Game 

PE: Circuits and invasion games  

Engaging  

Class to class invasion 

Use of outdoor space to build settlements and 

grow crops that would be needed to start a new 

community. 

Community Art Project 

Authentic 

Trip to HMS Dragon at Portsmouth Dockyard 

and letter of thanks to the service personnel.  

Windrush Child – links to current events and is 

a significant period of recent history told 

through the eyes of a child.  

Learning 

Community, belonging, law, respect, sacrifice, 

responsibility, family. 

Current difficulties– refugees 

The role of service personnel 

Project summary 

This term Year 4 are exploring the concept of ‘community’. We begin by exploring the term 

through a P4C enquiry and consider the communities that we belong to and our role within them.  

We will make links to the time of the Anglo Saxons and Vikings and their reasons for moving and 



forming new settlements in the United Kingdom. We will develop an understanding of the 

language, culture and identify of the people of this period of time. We will look more closely at the 

role of Alfred the Great and the responsibility he took in leading his community and fighting for a 

cause. Through our spelling work, we will look at the etymology of place names around the United 

Kingdom and their origins in the Anglo Saxon times.  We will use our outdoor space to recreate 

the historical experience of the Anglo Saxons by building shelters, keeping fires burning, 

considering the clothing that they wore and growing crops.  

We will also consider why people may move and settle elsewhere in current day, including the 

role of people in the services, the reasons that they travel and how they support communities in 

Britain and around the world. We will talk to service personnel about their experiences living in a 

small, unique community and the community of people who support the families who stay at 

home. We will also reflect on the movement of refugees and support they receive within 

communities.  

We will consider how key figures in current day are fighting for causes within their community and 

look at our roles within our local community.  

The themes of community and belonging are reflected in the texts that we will discuss during the 

project. Our texts include The Lost Thing by Shaun Tan, Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah 

and the Anglo Saxon legend of Beowulf, told by Michael Morpurgo.  

      

Project outcomes 

Diary writing – A recount of when The Lost Thing sees its new community for the first time. 

Letter- A letter of thanks to the service personnel of HMS Dragon 

Narrative writing- Preparing to move to a new location through Windrush Child 

Community Art Project- School mural  

Important information 

Class teachers – Mrs Wright 4KW and Mrs Thornbury and Mrs Davey 4DT  

Year group LSAs – Mrs Gamble and Mrs Cocker. We will be joined on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays by Miss Knight, a student from Fareham College. 

PE days – This half term, Year 4 will have indoor PE on Mondays and outdoor PE on Fridays. 

Please ensure your child has adequate warm clothing for outdoor PE. Please remember children 

are not allowed to wear jewellery apart from stud earrings and watches. 

Reading records – Please continue to use the online Go app reading record. 

Library – Children will visit the school library on a Tuesday to change their books. 

 
Curiosity, Creativity, Independence, Aspiration, Respect, Resilience and Collaboration 


