
 

Year 5 Autumn project  

Our REAL project  

What do we need to survive? 

  

What do people need to survive? 

What do animals need to survive? 

How do we survive when things go wrong? 

Rigorous 

Maths- This half term, children will be focussing on 

the domains of place value, addition and 

subtraction, multiplication and division. 

Science- Living things and their habitat and Forces 

Geography – Natural Disasters - types and stages 

of a volcano; understanding how and where 

tsunamis are formed; discovering the origins of 

volcanoes. 

DT – Construction - Building shelters and bird boxes 

French - Dates and times and Sports 

Music - Listen to Me 

Computing - How networks work, tracing and 

connecting the internet, web searches, E Safety, 

Scratch-Counting Machine 

RE - Light and The Magi 

PE - Indoor athletics (Multiskills), Swimming, 

Gymnastics (Matching, mirror and contrast), Target 

sports (Tri Golf) 

PSHE – Relationships:Managing friendships and 

peer nfluence, Physical contact and feeling safe, 

Responding respectfully to a wide range of people, 

Recognising prejudice and discrimination 

 

Engaging  

Build a den 

Visit to the care home 

Building a bird box 

 

Authentic 

 Socks project for the homeless 

Shoe boxes to send around the world 

Light cards for the elderly people at the care home 

and local community 

Learning 

Resilience 

Empathy 

P4C 

Survival 

 



 

The children will spend the first few weeks of Year 5 exploring the concept of ‘belonging’ as they settle into 

life in their new year group and life as ‘Elephants’ and ‘Tigers’.  

 Project summary 

The children will begin their project on ‘Survival’ by building dens in teams in our outdoor environment and 

unpicking the book ‘The Explorer’ where a group of children are lost in the jungle and are trying to work 

together to survive.  

Children will research their class animal and amphibians, insects and birds. They will look at the life cycle of 

these creatures in particular and consider how what the animals need to survive. Their research will be 

presented as a documentary with the children’s voice over the top. In the winter months, the children will 

focus on birds in our local area and will lead a campaign #Savetherobins, this will involve making a bird box 

and bird watching. 

In English, the children will be planning and writing their own adventure story having familiarised themselves 

with ‘The Explorer’ and its features.  

The children will then consider how people survive when things go wrong, relating this to their own 

experiences in school and in life, as well as having a focus on volcanoes, earthquakes, tsunamis and other 

natural disasters within Geography. In English, Year 5 will be writing a narrative poem about a volcanic 

eruption.  

Moving towards the festive period, the children will be thinking of how we can help others survive through 

RE and Art. They will consider what the concept of ‘light’ can mean for themselves and others. They will 

explore ways to support the elderly community are and those who are homeless in our local. Year 5 will lead 

the ‘Christmas Shoebox appeal’ which supports children in need around the world.  

Project outcomes 

Socks project for the homeless 

Shoe boxes to send around the world 

Build a bird box 

Light cards for the elderly people at the care home and local community 

Build a den 

Non chronological report about an animal.  

Volcano poem 

Adventure story 

Important information 

Class teachers – Miss Wright Tigers Class; Mrs Pegg and Mrs Burt Elephants  

Year group LSAs – Mrs Heron. 

PE days – This half term, Year 5 will have Swimming on Mondays and indoor PE on Fridays. Please 

remember children are not allowed to wear jewellery apart from stud earrings and watches. 

Library – Children will visit the school library on a Tuesday to change their books. 

 
Curiosity, Creativity, Independence, Aspiration, Respect, Resilience and Collaboration 


